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he Vice-Chancellor of Michael Okpara TUniversity of Agriculture Umudike, Prof. 
Maduebibisi Ofo Iwe, has urged staff and 

students of the University to be competitive-
minded and participate in various award-winning 
activities of the University. 

The VC made the call Friday April 26, during his 
remarks at  the closing ceremony of  the 
University's maiden research innovation fair and 
conference. 

According to Prof. Iwe, "it takes being competitive-
minded and participating in competitive events to 
have a chance of winning laurels, prizes and 
awards". Those who do not participate will not 
have a chance to win any prize, said the Vice-
Chancellor.  

The VC, while noting that there are many 
outstanding researchers in the University, decried 
low participation of academic staff in very critical 

events in the University including research 
competitions. He challenged them to come out of 
their shells and participate actively in every activity 
that could promote both their research and the 
University. 

The VC used the opportunity of his remarks to 
congratulate Prof. Irene Ifeoma Ijeh, who scored 
91% to win the "Best Researcher Award" in the 
University, and called on other researchers to 
emulate the commitment and consistency of Prof. 
Ijeh to research activities. 

Prof. Iwe commended the Central Planning 
Committee for the maiden research innovation fair 
and conference led by the Director of Directorate of 
University Research Administration (DURA), Prof. 
Kayode J. Simonyan and his MOUAU Extension 
Centre counterpart, Prof. Uchechi Apu, for the 
ingenuity of introducing various awards for 
participants, exhibitors and researchers during the 
event. He commended the Committee for the 
criteria it listed for determining winners of the 
awards and assured that the University Appraisal 
Committee might be adopting some of them for 
assessment.

 The VC also said he was so impressed with the 
research innovation fair and assured the University 
Community that another research innovation fair  
would be held before the end of his tenure.

Be competitive,
participate in University 
activities", MOUAU VC
urges staff, students 
By Ubadire Agua

L - R: Prof. U. Apu & Prof. K. J. Simonyan  
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